Tuesday 29/11/2005 

Screen writing 
While our film industry may be looking good this year, some say it's still an industry under siege – with crumbling infrastructure and difficulties attracting sizable audiences. The next generation of student screenwriters is undeterred. At RMIT University in Melbourne, they've been busy launching a promotional site, 'The Pool 06' where production companies can access the work of emerging writers.

Guest speaker at the Pool 06 Launch was filmmaker Geoffrey Wright, who directed the critical and box office hit Romper Stomper. He has a spray at the way Australian films are made today. He believes we are suffering from 'screenwriting illiteracy' in this country.

Presenter: Sian Prior

Researcher: Kerry Negara
Thursday 11/05/2006 

Giving it away for art 
Audio of selected Deep End stories is available for four weeks after broadcast. 

As part of the Deep End conversation about arts philanthropy, one of Australia's biggest givers to the arts, the late Sir Ian Potter. 

Ian Potter was a stockbroker and an astute player in the world of high finance. He died in 1994 but the foundation he established back in 1964 is still Australia's largest philanthropic trust. In setting it up, Ian Potter used his influence to bring about tax reforms to encourage private philanthopy. Now a new biography has just been written about Sir Ian and Amanda Smith talks to his widow, Lady Primrose Potter. 

The federal government is encouraging private philanthropic support, and asking the corporate sector to get out the cheque book. But what are the pitfalls to this American model compared with the European system, where arts funding comes largely from government?

Kevin Mulcahy is professor of political science and public adminstration at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, in the USA. And private-versus- public support for the arts is something he's particularly interested in. 

And finally, Amanda Smith talks to a new generation philanthropist, Philip Keir. His company, Next Media, publishes, among other things, Australian Rolling Stone magazine. Last year Philip Keir and his partner formed The Keir Foundation, a prescribed private fund which aims to give away $300,000 to $400,000 a year for arts projects.
Guests on this program: 
	Kevin Mulcahy 
Professor of Political Science and Public Adminstration at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge 


	Lady Primrose Potter 
Philanthropist 


	Philip Keir 
Publisher, philanthropist 



Publications: 
	
Ian Potter 
Author: Peter Yule 
Publisher: Miegunyah Press 



Presenter: Amanda Smith

Story Producer: Kerry Negara
Origami: a new dance creation by Ballet Lab
14/07/2006
Origami, the ancient art of Japanese paper folding, is the inspiration and name for a new dance performance by Philip Adams, artistic director, choreographer and creator of the contemporary dance company Ballet Lab. Origami fuses architecture and visual design with western perceptions of Japanese culture, from Astro Boy to Ikebana to Manga and Mt Fuji. To tell us how he has pulled off this extraordinary mix of cultural and design influences, is artistic director, Philip Adams. We also talk with David Chisholm, the composer of the music and sound for Origami. Philip says the mood he is creating is 'zen and peace with an uncomfortable edge—the pseudo-intellectual fantasia of Japan.' Origami opened last night in Melbourne and runs until 23 July. After that it opens next month at the Sydney Opera House, before touring across the USA over the next two years, finishing up at the San Francisco International Arts Festival in 2008.

Bollywood Dance Class!
09/07/2006
Time to dance - Bollywood style! If you're a fan of the Bollywood cinema - if you've seen movies like Monsoon Wedding or Bride & Prejudice, you'll know that these sorts of films always have huge, completely over-the-top dance sequences in them - a mix of Indian and western dance styles. Bollywood and its dance culture have been entertaining India and wider Asia with its exaggerated melodrama of star crossed lovers and conniving villains since the 1930s. Now the western world is catching on as Indian immigrant populations spread their culture as far afield as Australia, the UK, Canada, and the US. Production of some Bollywood films have headed out of Mumbai to shoot on location from places as diverse as Melbourne and Los Angeles - even Australia was treated to a dance extravaganza Bollywood style at the closing ceremony of the Commonwealth Games this year. Now this hybrid dance form is being taught in Australia - yes you can go along to a Bollywood dance class! For the Deep End - Kerry Negara went to one at The Jhanak Dance Company, in the suburbs of Melbourne.

Bollywood Dance Class!
28/06/2006
Time to dance - Bollywood style! If you're a fan of the Bollywood cinema - if you've seen movies like Monsoon Wedding or Bride & Prejudice, you'll know that these sorts of films always have huge, completely over-the-top dance sequences in them - a mix of Indian and western dance styles. Bollywood and its dance culture have been entertaining India and wider Asia with its exaggerated melodrama of star crossed lovers and conniving villains since the 1930s. Now the western world is catching on as Indian immigrant populations spread their culture as far afield as Australia, the UK, Canada, and the US. Production of some Bollywood films have headed out of Mumbai to shoot on location from places as diverse as Melbourne and Los Angeles - even Australia was treated to a dance extravaganza Bollywood style at the closing ceremony of the Commonwealth Games this year. Now this hybrid dance form is being taught in Australia - yes you can go along to a Bollywood dance class! For the Deep End - Kerry Negara went to one at The Jhanak Dance Company, in the suburbs of Melbourne.

The Cubist Cigars

|  

What do boys who've played music in bands for years do when they're over doing that? Renn Barker and Peter Jetnikoff have each played in various bands in Melbourne for the last 20 years or so - and now, as well as holding down respectable day jobs - they've formed an un-respectable duo, called The Cubist Cigars. Sounds like yet another good name for a band, but as the Cubist Cigars, Renn and Peter deal in the spoken word, along with recorded street-sounds, other sampled sounds and electronic music. They call what they do 'sonic surrealism' and 'concrete muzak'. 

For the Deep End, Kerry Negara is speaking with Renn Barker and Peter Jetnikoff - and we play two tracks from 'A Few Words from The Cubist Cigars: a piece called called 'Descent' - which be warned, contains a weeny bit of strong language - and 'Mr Funny'. 

For more about their live performances or to download the Cubist Cigars: 

www.cubistcigars.com
Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Poetry - Ketut Yuliarsa

|  

Our Thursday poem today is from a Balinese writer and musician, Ketut Yuliarsa. Ketut says he lives with one foot in the ancient world and one foot in the modern world. He was born in Denpasar, and now divides his time between Bali and Sydney. He's recently published a collection of bi-lingual poems called Jatuh Bisu / Falling in Silence. They contemplate the struggle between traditional life and contemporary realities for Balinese people. 

The accompanying music is a track called 'Pelog' from the album Artman, performed by Ketut Yuliarsa and Gusti Sudarta. 

Ketut Yuliarsa will be performing and talking about his work at the Ubud Writers and Readers Festival in Bali next month.

Further Information

Ubud Writers & Readers Festival
Ganesha Bookshop
Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Aussie theatre

|  

How much interest and engagement do we have with our own literary and dramatic past? Every now and then, someone does a production of On Our Selection or Summer of the 17th Doll. But it's rare for early Australian plays, or adaptations of Australian literary classics, to be regularly revisited and reworked, in the way that European classics so often are. 

Amanda Smith is in discussion with playwright Michael Gurr and director Stewart Morritt and one of the founders of a theatre company in Melbourne called Petty Traffickers, dedicated to rediscovering and reinterpreting early Australian literary works. Petty Traffickers has performed adaptations of Henry Lawson stories; CJ Dennis's Sentimental Bloke, and their Ginger Mick At Gallipoli will tour regional Victoria in the first half of next year. Then, later in the year, they'll be adapting short stories of Barbara Baynton for performance. 

Michael Gurr's memoir Days Like This was published this year by Melbourne University Press.

Presenter

Amanda Smith

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Kokoda, the film

| 

The weekend release of the new Australian film Kokoda has certainly tapped into the mood around Anzac Day commemorations, and while it's received mostly positive reviews, Kokoda has also served to reignite the debate about fact and fiction. 

And as you know, the discussion goes something like this: how much creative licence should film-makers, writers and artists take when they tackle real events? Can we trust the authenticity of the dramatised re-working of history?

Does absolute authenticity matter in a good yarn? They're questions novelist and writer Laurie Clancy has been thinking about – and now talks about to Amanda Smith.

Guests

Laurie Clancy
Writer

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Shooting the West

| 

Over the last few years, Australia's film and television industry has been in a bit of a trough – we all know that. But did you know that in Western Australia, the opposite is true? TV and film production has doubled in WA over the last 4 years. The local boom is mostly in documentaries and children's TV, but also drama, animation, short films and features, often made as co-productions with US, UK and European partners. 

Tania Chambers is the chief executive of ScreenWest – this is the state government agency responsible for film and television film funding and development in WA. As she explains to Amanda Smith, a lot of the success is down to lottery money. And Kerry Negara talks to Dot West, head of Production and Business Development and director of Goolarri Media, as well as Brian Beaton and Celia Tate from production company, Artemis International.

Guests

Brian Beaton
Director Artemis International

Celia Tate
Director, Artemis International

Dot West
Director, Goolarri Media

Tania Chambers
Chief Executive of ScreenWest

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Films with Adrian Martin

| 

There's a festival of David Cronenberg films starting next week at the Australian Centre for the Moving Image in Melbourne. 

It'll be showing Cronenberg films from the past 30 years or so, including The Fly, Crash, Spider, Dead Ringers, The Naked Lunch, M. Butterfly, and most recently, A History of Violence.

These are films that have been called all sorts of things; hypnotic, creepy, fascinating, pornographic, stylish, repellent. His work definitely falls into the 'cinema of the extreme' category.

Guests

Adrian Martin
Independent film reviewer

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Dangerous architecture

| 

'Architecture is Dangerous' – that's the credo of Viennese architect Wolf Prix from Co-op Himmelblau, a firm which has created all kinds of dramatic and futuristic buildings around the world for museums and galleries, concert halls, offices and residential buildings. 

Co-op Himmelblau has offices in Austria, the USA, and Mexico. Professor Prix is in Australia as a guest of The Royal Australian Institute of Architects, for their national conference, The Future Is Now.

Guests

Wolf Prix
Architect

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Affordable art

| 

Prices for Australian art reached an all-time high at the auction houses recently so, if you don't happen to have thousands at your disposal, you could well be thinking that quality Australian art is beyond your reach now. But that wasn't the case at an art fair in Melbourne over the weekend. Kerry Negara spoke to some of the buyers and sellers at the Affordable Art Fair, including collector Peter Snow.

Story Presenter and Producer

Kerry Negara

Death of an Anarchist

| 

The Black Swan Theatre in Perth opened their production of Accidental Death of An Anarchist in Perth last night, Dario Fo's satirical response to the political turbulence and corruption of 1960s Italy. The lead role for this Black Swan production is performed by Aaron Pederson, well known for his roles in the TV dramas MDA and Water Rats. It's directed by Tom Gutteridge, who's also the company's artistic director. 

Accidental Death of an Anarchist was last performed in Australia back in the 1980s when the Nobel Prize winning Dario Fo was very in vogue in the Australian theatre.

Guests

Aaron Pederson
Actor

Tom Gutteridge
Artistic director, Black Swan Theatre Company

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Film review

| 

Deb Verhoeven reviews two of the latest film offerings, Basic Instinct 2, starring Sharon Stone, which is the sequel to the original film of 14 years ago, and The Inside Man, a new film in the bank heist movie genre by Spike Lee.

Guests

Deb Verhoeven
Associate professor RMIT

Researcher and Producer Kerry Negara
Frank Gehry divides Brooklyn

|  

Brave new architecture is often controversial. Around the world, there are stand-out designs that have taken their time to settle in and find public acceptance...think of the big glass Pyramid at the Louvre in Paris for example, not to mention the Eiffel Tower... 

One of the world's most famous contemporary architects, Frank Gehry, has sparked controversy with a project in New York. Frank Gehry is known around the world as the architect of strikingly sculptural, curvy buildings. The Guggenheim Museum at Bilbao in Spain is probably his best known. 

One of his current commissions is a huge development in Brooklyn, New York City, known as Atlantic Yards. And there's a very vocal opposition to it. 

To tell us what it is, and about the local reaction, we're joined by the architecture critic Martin Filler, in New York.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Beijing architecture - Geoffrey Lee

|  

There's nothing like a major international sports event to spruce up a city - not just with new sporting facilities, but with a general makeover as well. 

The eyes of the world will be focused on Beijing in 2008, when the city hosts the Olympic Games - and right now the city is undergoing an extreme makeover of extraordinary proportions. The scale and cost of the building activity is perhaps unprecedented in the world to date. 

Geoffrey Lee is the managing director of the architectural firm Woodhead International. He talks about what's going on, architecturally, in Beijing, the city in which he's based.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Film Review - Wah-Wah and Over the Hedge

|  

With many parents feeling their children must be the most marketed-to generation ever, Over the Hedge, a new animated satire on the consumer society, may be just the school holiday outing that families need! And the actor Richard E Grant has purged his childhood to come up with his directorial debut, Wah-Wah. Both films are concerned with 'family' as a metaphor for larger social issues - Over the Hedge with consumerism and urban planning and Wah-Wah with colonialism, independence and addiction. 

The Deep End's film critic, Deb Verhoeven, discusses these new releases.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Film Review - Caterpillar Wish & Colour Me Kubrick

| 

Today we're talking about two new films that look at, on the one hand, the search for true identity, and on the other, the creation of a bogus identity. The Australian film Caterpillar Wish is about a teenager's search for her father, family secrets in a small town and ordinary people finding the courage to transform their lives. Colour Me Kubrick is based on the real story of a rogue character who went about impersonating the film director Stanley Kubrick and - leading to some of the problematic sitautions that can happen when a person has a little or no sense of identity! The Deepend's film critic Deb Verhoeven discusses these films with us.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

7 June 2006

Theatre Funding

| 

In February this year, a study released by the Australian Major Performing Arts Group predicted big financial losses—a cumulative one-and-a-half million bucks—by five of this country's eight main theatre companies.

Well, the annual reports for these companies are out now, and while four of those five companies have posted losses for the past year, they're not nearly as big as the survey suggested they would be.

Guests

Katrina Strickland
Arts Editor, Australian Financial Review

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Aussie canon

| 

In this country, how much interest and engagement do we have with our literary and dramatic past? Every now and then, someone does a production of On Our Selection, or Summer of the 17th Doll. But it's rare for early Australian plays, or adaptations of Australian literary classics, to be regularly revisted and reworked, and loved in the way that European classics are. So why is this? Are we just too seduced by the new? Or is Australian drama and literature of 50 or 100 years ago just too dated to mean anything to us now?

Stewart Morritt is one of the founders of a theatre company based in Melbourne called Petty Traffickers, which is indeed dedicated to rediscovering and reinterpreting early Australian literaray works. So far, they've performed adaptations of Henry Lawson stories; and CJ Dennis's Sentimental Bloke. And now they're doing Ginger Mick At Galllipoli. 

Playwright Michael Gurr also joins us. He writes, well, 'brand new Australian plays' about contemporary issues. His plays include Sex Diary of an Infidel, Jerusalem and The Simple Truth.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Gerfried Stocker - Electronic Arts guru

| 

From the early beginnings of electronic experimentation with music in the 1960s, the digital and electronic arts have grown wildly in sophistication and application. Gerfried Stocker is the Artistic Director of the Ars Electronica Center in Linz, Austria, which once a year hosts a festival that attracts younger and older generations of the cyber, virtual and digital persuasion. It's considered the world's leading festival for art and technology. 

We asked Gerfried what is new and exciting in the world of electronic arts, and, in real terms how are our world communities benefiting from the practical application of these innovations? 

Gerfried Stocker is in Australia as a guest of the Biennale of Electronic Arts, in Perth - to participate in a think-tank they've been running - ahead of the next Biennale, which will be held next year. Linz in Austria which has been named Cultural Capital of Europe for 2009.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

1 June 2006

The Maker - Malte Wagenfeld

| 

Today our Maker is Malte Wagenfeld. He's an industrial designer of furniture and appliances. Malte immigrated to Australia with his parents when he was 13. 

His grandfather, Wilhelm Wagenfeld, was a part of the famous German design revolution the Bauhaus, with its philosophy of uniting art and technology. 

Inspired in part by that tradition, Malte creates custom-made tables, chairs, fans, audio-speakers and other functional appliances, as well as developing work that's purely for experimentation and exhibition. 

Malte is also senior lecturer in industrial design at RMIT, in Melbourne. Some of his beautiful streamlined pieces are featured on our website today. 

Kerry Negara explored Malte Wagenfeld's studio and workshop.
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Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

The Last Days of Yasser Arafat

|  

Premiering last night in the documentary category of the Melbourne Film Festival was The Last Days of Yasser Arafat by the Australian filmmaker Sherine Salama. 

Yasser Arafat, PLO leader and president of the Palestinian Authority, both reviled as a terrorist, and honoured with a Nobel Peace Prize - died in a Paris hospital on 11 November 2004, at the age of 75. 

With an instinct for being in the right place at the right time, Sherine Salama managed to get the very last interview that Yasser Arafat ever gave, in his compound in Ramallah, and made this film about it.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

27 July 2006

Gregor Sukroo - Sculptor

|  

[image: image1.jpg]



Roundabout. Imgage courtesy of Gregor Sukroo

Each week in The Deepend we take look at artists - at work - in their chosen field. Last year sculptor Gregor Sukroo had one of his sculptures accepted into the Helen Lempriere National Sculpture Award. 
Kerry Negara talks with Gregor Sukroo about the ideas and issues he explores - and what it's like after years of applying yourself to your craft - to have your work chosen as a finalist for entry into a major art prize.

Further Information

See more of Gregor Sukroo's work here:
Gregor Sukroo
Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Script Alive!

|  

It's a pretty well-known practice these days that movies are often tried out in front of a test audience, well before they're released in the cinemas. And sometimes, depending on what the test audiences say in questionnaires, as a result a film can be drastically changed and re-edited - sometimes even given a whole new ending. 

Now, in an Australian program called Script Alive!, audience responses are being monitored before the film has even been made, in fact, while the script's still being written. 

For the Deep End, Kerry Negara went along to Script Alive - to find out how a movie sounds when it's read by actors on a stage. Kerry arrived just as they were doing a sound check for their reading of a movie-script-in-progress, called 'Sugar Mountain'. 

The scriptwriter of 'Sugar Mountain', Abe Pogos, talks to Amanda Smith about what impact this live reading has had on his film script, not to mention his ego.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

The Cubist Cigars

|  

What do boys who've played music in bands for years do when they're over doing that? Renn Barker and Peter Jetnikoff have each played in various bands in Melbourne for the last 20 years or so - and now, as well as holding down respectable day jobs - they've formed an un-respectable duo, called The Cubist Cigars. Sounds like yet another good name for a band, but as the Cubist Cigars, Renn and Peter deal in the spoken word, along with recorded street-sounds, other sampled sounds and electronic music. They call what they do 'sonic surrealism' and 'concrete muzak'. 

For the Deep End, Kerry Negara is speaking with Renn Barker and Peter Jetnikoff - and we play two tracks from 'A Few Words from The Cubist Cigars: a piece called called 'Descent' - which be warned, contains a weeny bit of strong language - and 'Mr Funny'. 

For more about their live performances or to download the Cubist Cigars: 

www.cubistcigars.com
Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Origami: a new dance creation by Ballet Lab

|  

Origami, the ancient art of Japanese paper folding, is the inspiration and name for a new dance performance by Philip Adams, artistic director, choreographer and creator of the contemporary dance company Ballet Lab. 

Origami fuses architecture and visual design with western perceptions of Japanese culture, from Astro Boy to Ikebana to Manga and Mt Fuji. To tell us how he has pulled off this extraordinary mix of cultural and design influences, is artistic director, Philip Adams. We also talk with David Chisholm, the composer of the music and sound for Origami. 

Philip says the mood he is creating is 'zen and peace with an uncomfortable edge—the pseudo-intellectual fantasia of Japan.' 

Origami opened last night in Melbourne and runs until 23 July. After that it opens next month at the Sydney Opera House, before touring across the USA over the next two years, finishing up at the San Francisco International Arts Festival in 2008.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Sally Marsland, jeweller

|  

In The Deep End we like to spend some time with a different artist each week to discover something of what makes them tick - and how they approach their particular craft. 

Jeweller Sally Marsland has just won the Cicely & Colin Rigg Contemporary Design Award at the National Gallery of Victoria. And with a prize of $30,000 offered only once every three years, it is arguably the most prestigious craft award in Australia. For her jewellery, Sally Marsland uses an array of eclectic materials that she 'magically' transforms into hooped earrings, rubber floral brooches and intricately layered necklaces. The Deep End's Kerry Negara visited Sally in her studio. 

Sally Marsland's jewellery, along with the other 18 artists invited to The Cicely & Colin Rigg Contemporary Design Award 2006, is on show at the NGV in Melbourne until 3 September 2006. You can see their work by following the link below.

Further Information

Cicely & Colin Rigg Contemporary Design Award at the National Gallery of Victoria
Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

John Butler - The JB Seed Fund

|  

It takes more than talent to survive in the multifaceted world of the music industry. Some may crack the big time, but plenty of others fall by the wayside. John Butler of the John Butler Trio is successfully making his way through the music industry maze, and now wants to help emerging artists do the same. The JB Seed Fund is a new program offering grants to musicians to develop survival skills that build on self-sufficiency in the music business. The initiative also helps artists to network effectively with industry movers and shakers. 

John Butler joins us in the Deep End to talk about this initiative of his.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Deborah Halpern: sculptor

|  

Sculptor Deborah Halpern is best known for her gigantic and whimsical mosaic creature called Angel. For nearly 20 years Angel stood in the moat of the National Gallery of Victoria, but recently it was relocated next to the Yarra River at Birrarung Marr. 

Deborah Halpern has created many of Melbourne's most loved public sculptures, and her works exude an innate vitality and alluring simplicity. Spontaneous in form, her creatures are painted in a style that recalls visions of Gaudi, Picasso and a playful surrealism. 

The National Gallery of Victoria is currently celebrating this exuberant artist's work with a major retrospective until July 23. You can also see Deborah Halpern's new sculptures at the Christine Abrahams Gallery in Melbourne until 22 July. And in a couple of weeks' time, her sculpture Howzat, of three three-storey-high floating cricketers, will go up at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

For The Deep End, Kerry Negara visited Deborah's studio on the outskirts of Melbourne, to see what she is up to now. 
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Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Maker - Christine Johnson

|  

The Maker is the regular segment in The Deep End where we like to get in touch with the creative energy of an artist, and find out how they make their work. 

Today we're visiting the painter Christine Johnson. For the past six years, she's immersed herself in the world of flowers, mainly roses and gardenias, as her inspiration and subject matter. 

At a time when contemporary art hasn't valued beauty much, Christine's transcendental flowers take on an uplifting 'other worldiness' as she plays with shadow, light and reflection in a refreshing take on this historical subject. Kerry Negara asked Christine how she's enjoying the change to her small suburban garden studio, after working as an art director and experiencing the heady days of the inner city new wave music and film scene. 
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Counterpoise
image courtesy of Christine Johnson)
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Other Echoes
(image courtesy of Christine Johnson)


Christine Johnson's work is on show at Martin Browne Fine Art in Sydney until 24 September.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Friday Films - with Richard Kuipers

|  

Florence Broadhurst was a real-life colourful Sydney identity in the 1950s, 60s and 70s - a woman who recreated herself over and over again - and she's the subject of a documentary by Gillian Armstrong. 

And Nick Naylor is the lead character in Jason Reitman's first feature film - Thank You For Smoking. Nick Naylor is the national spokesperson in America for the Academy of Tobacco Studies. His job is to spin smoking back into public acceptance. 

The Deep End's film critic Richard Kuipers is also the film critic for Variety magazine - and he presents our occasional series, the Deep End DVD Cinematheque.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Royston Tan - Singapore filmmaker

|  

In 2004, Singapore filmmaker Royston Tan was named one of the 'Top 20 Asian Heroes' by Time magazine for being bold, brave and remarkable in his field. Royston's willingness to push the creative envelope has made him a hero to the city's independent artists. Collecting over 41 international and local film awards for his shorts and features, the 29-year-old has been heralded as Singapore's most promising young filmmaker, and the latest cult icon for Singapore. 

Royston has just been in Australia for the Melbourne International Film Festival, where a number of his films screened in a retrospective - including Cut, a short film that parodies censorship laws in Singapore. The Deep End's Kerry Negara talked to Royston about how - with his outspoken and audacious style - he navigates these strict censorship laws. Royston says there is a liberalising of Singapore's art and cultural environment as a new generation enter the Singapore Media Authority. 

Royston Tan was visiting Australia as a guest of the Melbourne International Film Festival where a special retrospective of his short films was screened, along with his second feature film, Four-Thirty.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Sketches of Frank Gehry - Documentary

|  

One of the last screenings at Melbourne's film festival on Sunday is a documentary by Sydney Pollack, about the star architect Frank Gehry. We've talked a bit in The Deep End about Frank Gehry's architecture - the Guggenheim Museum in Bilboa with its famous titanium curves, for example. One of the people we've spoken to in the past about Gehry is the New York architecture critic Martin Filler. Speaking to Martin on the phone from New York, Amanda Smith asks him what he thinks of the Sydney Pollack documentary 'Sketches of Frank Gehry'.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Gert's Sunday Salon

|  

The tradition of the Salon - where like-minded people gather to entertain each other with song, art, poetry and free expression - is enjoying something of a revival these days. 

Fiona Gruber is one of the creators of Gert's Sunday Salon in Fitzroy, which has become quite a testing ground for new cabaret in that city. Fiona talks about the history and intrigues surrounding Salon life - and why she was keen to start her own club. Earlier this year Fiona was given a Green Room Award for her contribution to the performing arts in Victoria, specifically for establishing Gert's Sunday Salon. 

Appearing at Gert's Salon from time to time and also speaking with us is the performer Casey Benetto. Casey won the Helpmann Award this year for Best Original Score for his country soul opera Keating!, which will be re-mounted in November in Sydney at Belvoir St Theatre. Casey will co-direct with Neil Armfield, with Dramaturgy by John Clarke. 

Fiona Gruber also presents a weekly arts show on the community radio station PBS in Melbourne, called The Opening.

Presenter

Amanda Smith

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

David Naseby - The Defiant Landscape

|  

An established portrait artist and regular Archibald Prize exhibitor, David Naseby does sensitive, painterly portraits of high profile figures, including poet Les Murray, writer Bob Ellis, and close friend, cartoonist Bill Leak, which have been acclaimed for many years. But it was a chance visit to the Murray in 2001 that prompted an enduring, sombre love affair with the ailing river. 

David says, 'I'm in love with the landscape! When I was a portrait painter I became a detective, leading conversations, uncovering the stories people wouldn't tell anyone else. Now I'm telling the Murray's story. We have to live in the landscape, not on it. The trees have a defiance of their own, even as they are depleted and deathly, and I want to capture this, to create paintings that are like portraits of a new kind. This magnificent landscape needs its story told.' 

David Naseby's paintings of the Murray River go on show in Sydney next month on 18 October in an exhibition called 'The Defiant Landscape' at Maree Mizon Gallery.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

Friday Films with Jaime Leonarder

|  

The two movies today are the Hollywood Horror Silent Hill and the funniest Australian film in ages, Kenny, the mockumentary about the portaloo plumber. 

As well as being one of our film reviewers in the Deep End, Jaimie Leonarder hosts cult film nights at the Chauvel Cinema in Sydney, and presents his cult-status radio show The Naked City Saturday mornings on FBI Radio in Sydney.

Story Researcher and Producer

Kerry Negara

