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Artists fail to admit Friend was a pedophile, says filmmaker 
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A DOCUMENTARY-MAKER has accused the art community of continuing to protect the late Donald Friend against charges of pedophilia, despite the artist himself describing having sex with boys as young as nine. 
Kerry Negara said yesterday: "Friend was much more open than his protective circle of colleagues. What emerged in all my interviews was that almost all of them (including NSW Art Gallery curator Barry Pearce and Friend biographer Ian Britten) insist he didn't do anything that was illegal then, and he didn't do anything that could be considered illegal now."

Negara's film Loving Friend was launched at a private screening in Melbourne last week. It picks up passages from the fourth volume of Friend's diaries, published in 2006 by the National Library of Australia, in which Friend describes having sex with the "house boys" he employed during the 12 years he spent in Bali in the 1960s and 70s.
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Negara traced some of those boys, now men, and discovered they did not know their names had been published in the edited version of the diaries.

In an entry dated July 1968, Friend wrote that one of his houseboys, Made Dogong, had run away, and said he missed him "appallingly ... (I am having) nasty speculations as to whether if he returns that enchanting wayward lover would have graduated halfway to prostitution".

"Such ideas," the diary entry says, "I am unwise to confess even here in this book."

When Negara spoke to Mr Dogong in Bali, he said he was nine when he met Friend.

"I'm a bit angry because no one asked my permission to write sexual things about me in a book," Mr Dogong said.

"I didn't give my approval for this, and it's already been sold. It makes me feel ashamed."

National Library editor Paul Hetherington told ABC radio's Law Report the library had wanted to keep the integrity of the material.

"If we have published material that is upsetting, that is regrettable but that certainly wasn't our intention," Mr Hetherington said. "It's unfortunate if we have made an error in one instance."

The National Library yesterday declined to comment further.

Lou Klepac, curator and publisher, who convinced the National Library to buy the original 44 volumes of Friend's diary before the artist's death in 1989, said yesterday the artist "definitely was not a pedophile".

"People have to be very careful making him into something he was not," Mr Klepac said. "When we read the diaries, we were looking for the greatness of Donald Friend.

"There are millions of words in the diaries, and there's only one or two examples where Donald may have strayed and done something that is not very nice, but a pedophile is someone who cannot help himself and he would do it all the time.

"This is a homosexual straying into an area that is not very nice. You can't justify it, but going after someone who is a major Australian figure, now -- why didn't they go for it earlier on, when Donald could defend himself?"

Negara said: "These people are out to lunch and off with the fairies. It's basic racism that these children don't count as much as a white child, and it supports the myth of the sexually compliant island child."

The NLA said 2556 copies of the final volume of the Diaries of Donald Friend were printed, and the book is for sale in the library's bookshop.
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